
outrage that
felons were

near kids

Two accused of sex
with girls during
community service
By PAUL BALDWIN
and KIM WESSEL
The Courier-Journal

An indictment of two state inmates for
having sex with twogirls at the California
Community Center has raised questions
about whether felons should be allowed to
perform community service that puts them
in contact with juveniles.

Kentucky law only prohibits felons con
victed of sex offenses from working with
juveniles. But the commander of the Lou
isville-Jefferson County Crimes Against
Children Unit said the law needs to be ex
panded to exclude
anyone convicted
of any felony or of ''There
even a misde- huee
meanor sex cnme. . . „ r

Capt. • Lewis risks" in
Sharber said he'll letting
work with the Jef- felons
ferson County
Crime Commission deal with
to draft legislation children-
for consideration
by the General As- Prosecutor
sembly when it John Balliet
meets in January.
"I'd say it would
be a good policy
not to nave any convicted felons working
with juveniles,"Sharber said.

City of Louisville rules prohibit people
ordered by courts to perform community
service from working at community cen
ters, and the city is investigating why that
policy was violated, said Mary Russell, a
spokesman for Mayor Jerry Abramson.
The policy was imposed by Metro Parks'
assistant director Charles Hardnett on
June II.

A Jefferson County grand jury indicted
William Johnson, 25, and Antonio Lamont
Brown, 29, last week on charges of third-
degree rape. Brown also was charged with
second-degree rape.

Both were at Dismas Charities Diersen,
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1218 W. Oak St., a halfway house
1. that houses inmates convicted of

•; non-violent crimes who are within 18
; months ofcompleting their sentences

• T- ' or making parole.
"• / • ' Brown, of Jefferson County, was
•; •V"I-convicted in1992 ofburglary, receiv-

' ingstolenproperty, bailjumping and
•'. being a persistent felon; he was sen-

tenced to 15 years and had been at
p;'sikJ)risons before being transferred

to Dismas in November 1996. John-
son, ofFranklinCounty, was convict-

" ed'in August 1996 of posisession and
" trafficking in a controlled substance^
; and sentenced to six years in prison.

He was at the Blackburn Correctional
Complex for a short time before be

ting, transferred to Dismas in Febru-

T: Johnson is accused of having sex
^"with a 14-year-old girl betweenJune
' r is'and July 1, after meeting her while

,he.and Brown were workingas jani
tors at CaliforniaCommunity Center.'

•OpJuly 4, Johnson had sex again
with the 14-year-old and Bro^ nad
sex with a 12-year-old, the indictment
alleges.
'= Russell said the city istrying tode
termine who was respotisible for vio
lating the city's policy'against court-
ordered communiy service at com-
'munity centers. The, mayor's office
learned about the incident yesterday
iafter inquiries frorn The Courier-
'Joumal.

: ^ The director of Dismas Charities
Di^rsen, Robert Lanning, said em-

•. . ployees at the community centerhad
* -approached Dismas about providing

• - :two inmates as janitors.'
- Diersen learned about , the inci
dents in mid-July when the mother of
one of the girls calledto report them,
'Lanning said. He said the organiza
tion immediately decided to remove
inmates from anycommunity sendee
•inwhichthey had contact with juve-
iniles.

Brown and Johnson were trans
ferred to the Luther Luckett Correc-

.^ional Complex in Oldham County;
they haven't entered pleas,yet on the

"statutory rape charges.
• Statewide, about 460 felons are
rhoused in nine halfway houses, and

' ^abbut 80 percent of them do some
•kind of community service,said Mike
'•Bradley, spokesman for the Kentucl^
^porrections Department. But he said

•ra very small percentage ever come in
'' Jdirlectcontact withxhildren and that

"none do currently, although not be
"causeof.anypolicy prohibiting it. -
j He'declined tocomment onwKeth-
"er the-law should be amended to pro-

.. ^ibit even felons convicted of non-
- V; -wiolentlcrimos from doingcommunity

Service'that brings.them in contact
^th'childreni^->'̂ '"i^^ •'
•a Kim Allen, the" executive, director
^f the Louisville"andJeffemon Coun-

«sa . CrimeCommissioni '̂said that a leg-.
Sslative work group isstudyingtheis-
'sue. * -'pi,-. ;•
« Bradley said inmates perforining
^community sendee — such^ as-mow-
jing lawns and picking"Up litter U-

. iprovide about'$1 million worth'of
.^free labor each month,' based on the
"•minimum -wage. "They•continue to
""provide a very,valuable source of free
• labor," he said.-', -.W r

-4« Debra Miller/ the executive direc-
" for of Kentucl^ Youth Advocates,

said she' has some" concerns about
.casting too broad a net in barring all

^ 'vl ",;!/ifelons from working with children.
. • > "For instance," she said-she couldn't
• -i); r ?say whether a' person convicted of

^embezzling money; should be dis
qualified from doing so.^-^ '"
r. 'Still, she said;' '̂ We^can't- be too

•'^careful withthe folks wehave work-
.l-wsdhg with our children. And maybe a

felony conviction -r anyfelony con-
..: n - - .Tiviction — is where we shoula draw
: ^:;:^^theline." ' •
; ; Regardless of the law> anyonewho

•u
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Rapes stir outrage that felous were near kids
works with with children needs to be
closely supervised, she said.

John Balliet, the assistant com
monwealth's attorney who is pros
ecuting the case, said that while he
thinks felons convicted of non-violent
crimes should be given the chance to
become a useful members of society
again, he's not sure that that chance
should involve children.

"There are huge risks in letting
someone convicted of a felony deal
with children. This is an extreme ex
ample."

Balliet suggested that the only ap
propriate contact might be one in
which a felon urges children not to
do what they've done. "I have a hard

time imagining a good scenario in
volving a young teen-ager and a con
victed felon," he said.

Sharber and Lanning said they
weren't aware of any previous inci
dent in which a felon aoing commu
nity service had committed a crime
against children they encountered on
the job.

Noting that neither Brown nor
Johnson had a history of sexual of
fenses, Lanning said, "We were deal
ing with people who don't have a his
tory of such behavior." But he said
Dismas Charities decided to keep all
felons away from children because
"we don't want something like this to
happen again."

Bob Yates, a spokesman for Dis
mas Charities, said the agency
learned of the incident on July 14
from a supervisor at the community
center who was contacted by a moth
er of one of the girls. On the same
day, Dismas notified the state's Pro
bation and Parole Department, as
well as Crimes Against Children.
Brown and Johnson were pulled from
the center and arrested on July 15.

Lanning said inmates who perform
community service are supervised
and subject to surprise visits by Dis
mas employees; he said that was the
case at California Community Center.

Brown and Johnson also worked
with children served by Kids Cafe,

which offers meals to needy children
at the center, Lanning said.

Brown and Johnson began work
ing with the community center's Met
ro Parks day camp in mid-June. On
the day the rapes allegedly occurred,
the camp was not in session, but the
girls went to the center'anyway. De
tective Bob Knoop said.

Brown and Johnson are scheduled
to appear in Jefferson Circuit Court
for a pretria! hearing Dec. 4. A trial
is scheduled for Feb. 4.

Second-degree rape carries a sen
tence of five to 10 years in prison,
third-degree rape a sentence of one
to five years.

A Jefferson County grand jury -
indicted felons William Johnson,
25, left, and Antonio Lamont
Brown, 29, last week on charges
of third-degree rape. Brown also
was charged with second-degree
rape. Johnson is accused of
having sex with a 14-year-old girl,
and Brown is accused of having
sex with a 12-year-old girl.


